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STUDY THEATRE, MUSIC, OR VISUAL ARTS
Improve your craft, learn how to build your career in the arts, transfer 

to a four-year university or work in the arts upon graduation.
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A Cleaner World 
Season Sponsor since 1990
Abingdon Glen Village 
Crossroads • Spoon River Anthology • Love Letters
ABS Legacy Partners, LLC
Willy Wonka, Jr.
A.G. Edwards & Sons, Inc. 
Puddingstone • John McCutcheon • A Little House 
Christmas

Allen Finley Advertising
A Walk In The Woods • Dearly Departed • Breaking Legs

Alex Lee, Inc.
Amadeus • Crimes of the Heart • Always...Patsy Cline • A 
Christmas Story • It’s A Wonderful Life • Singin’ in the Rain 
A Christmas Carol • Escanaba In Da Moonlight • Miracle 
on 34th Street • She Loves Me • The Sound of Music • 9 to 
5 Les Miserables • Shrek • Ain’t Misbehavin’ • Peter and 
the Starcatcher • The Foreigner • Mamma Mia! • Matilda • 
Disenchanted • Bugsy Malone

Steve Austin, AICP
Frost Nixon • Wait Until Dark • Charlie Cox Runs With 
Scissors Yankee Tavern • God of Carnage • Becky’s New 
Car • Festival of Performing Arts • Complete Works of Wm. 
Shakespeare (abridged) • Time Stands Still • Dead Man’s 
Cell Phone

Backstreets Bar & Grill
The Secret Garden

Bank of America
Glass Menagerie • Driving Miss Daisy • Lend Me A Tenor 
• Look Homeward Angel • Camping With Henry and Tom • 
Romeo and Juliet

Bass-Smith Funeral Home
The Foreigner • Titanic • Nunsense

BB&T
Cinderella • Oliver! • Annie • Disney’s Beauty & The Beast 
• Disney’s Aladdin, Jr. • The Producers 

Bill Morgan and Morgan Law, PLLC
The Philadelphia Story

Brian Center
Taking Steps • Gin Game

Brown & Neuwirth Oral and Cosmetic Surgery 
Center
Mute Rooster • South on I-40 • Wonder of the World • 
Rounding Third • Bust

Cargo Transporters
The Wiz • The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time 
• Newsies

Carolina Anesthesia Associates
The Philadelphia Story • By a Flared Nostril

Catawba Pediatrics Associates, Inc.
Dancing in the End Zone • Story Theatre • Grampo/
Scampo • The Emperor’s New Clothes • Ramona 
Quimby • Holes

Catawba Radiology
Anything Goes • The Best Christmas Pageant Ever • 
Camping With Henry and Tom • Romeo and Juliet • The 
Taming of the Shrew • I Love You, You’re Perfect, Now 
Change • Godspell • Gypsy • A Southern Exposure • 
Young Frankenstein • As You Like It • Something Rotten

Catawba Valley Health System
Peter Pan (1988) • Death of a Salesman • Cinderella • 
Music Man • Little Shop of Horrors • Peter Pan (1993) 
• Peter Pan (1994) • Miracle Worker • Joseph and the 
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat (1996) • Forever Plaid 
• State Fair • Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamcoat (2000) • A Closer Walk With Patsy Cline • 
Cinderella • Man of La Mancha • Always...Patsy Cline 
• Oliver! • Annie • Disney’s Beauty & The Beast • 
Disney’s Aladdin, Jr. • Chicago • The Producers • White 
Christmas • Doctor Dolittle • On Golden Pond (2014) 
• The Little Mermaid • The Music Man • Rent • Elf the 
Musical • The Lion King, Jr. • Newsies

Catawba Women’s Center
Jerry Finnegan’s Sister • Guys and Dolls • Ramona 
Quimby • Exit Laughing
CenturyLink
Peter Pan (1993) • Peter Pan (1994) • Annie • Nice 
People Dancing to Good Country Music • Joseph and 
the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat (1996) • Forever 
Plaid • State Fair • Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamcoat (2000) • A Closer Walk With Patsy Cline 
• Cinderella • Man of La Mancha • Oliver! • Annie • 
Disney’s Beauty & The Beast • Disney’s Aladdin, Jr. • 
Chicago • Titanic

City of Hickory Community Relations 
Council
Crowns • Ragtime • A Raisin in the Sun • Memphis

The ChildHealth Center, P.A.
Robin Goodfellow • Fool of the World • Monkey Madness 
• Little Red Ridinghood (Grandmother Slyboots) • 
Striking Out • Big Laffs, Little Skits • The Lion, The Witch 
and The Wardrobe • The Velveteen Rabbit • Winnie-the-
Pooh • Rapunzel • Charlotte’s Web • Junie B. Jones in 
Jingle Bells Batman Smells (2012)

HICKORY COMMUNITY THEATRE PRODUCERS CLUB



Dr. George Clay, III, DDS
The Foreigner • The Complete Wks of Wm Shkspr, 
abridged (1998) • The (Curious Case of the) Watson 
Intelligence • Outside Mullingar • Incorruptible • Sylvia 
• Kitchen Witches • True West • Flanagan's Wake • I & 
You • End Days • The Revolutionists • American Buffalo • 
Season Sponsor 20-21 • Evita • The Pirate Queen
Commscope
The Game’s Afoot • Junk • Lend Me a Tenor • Lion King, 
Jr. • Shakespeare in Love • The Weir • The Pirate Queen
Corning Optical Communications
Moon Over Buffalo • Sylvia • On Golden Pond • The Best 
Christmas Pageant Ever • The Drunkard • Big River • 
Godspell • Titanic • Leading Ladies • 25th Annual Putnam 
County Spelling Bee • The Jungle Book Kids • The House 
of Blue Leaves • Crowns • Young Frankenstein • The Wiz 
• Elf the Musical • Dreamgirls • A Raisin in the Sun • Puffs 
• Cadillac Crew
Darab, Richardson & Miller Oral and  
Maxillofacial Surgery
The Smallest and Grandest of Adventures • Junie B. Jones 
and a Little Monkey Business
David Crosby Photographer
Stawsh Brothers II • The Complete Wks of Wm Shkspr, 
abridged (2000)
David E. Looper & Company
Willy Wonka, Jr.
Drum Funeral Home - Conover 
Willis-Reynolds Funeral Home - Newton
Spoon River Anthology
equipment ltd.
Painting Churches
F.O.O.T. ’05 / F.O.O.T. ’20
Glengarry Glen Ross • Shakespeare in Love
Fairbrook Medical Clinic, Inc.
The Gift of Speech
First Citizens Bank
Streets of Hickory • Heathen Valley • The Taming of the 
Shrew • I Love You, You’re Perfect, Now Change • Gypsy 
• A Southern Exposure • Young Frankenstein
First Security Insurance
The House at Pooh Corner • The Lion, The Witch and The 
Wardrobe
Frontstreets Specialties
The Secret Garden
Frye Regional Medical Center
The Elephant Man • Annie • My Way • 1776 • Odd Couple 
• A Midsummer Night’s Dream • Christmas Eve With Steve 
• Cabaret • Winnie the Pooh Kids  •  Hamlet • Sister Act • 
Season Sponsor 2022-23

The George Foundation
The Member of the Wedding

Goodman & Brooks Family Practice 
Associates
The Jungle Book Kids

The Guild@HCT
The Full Monty • Manuscript • Superior Donuts • The Lion, 
the Witch and the Wardrobe • Sister Act • Beautiful Star • 
Ripcord

Daniel R. Green, Jr., Attorney
A Piece of My Heart

Hanes Industries
Dinner with Friends • Orphans • Dimly Perceived Threats 
to the System • Five Women Wearing the Same Dress • 
The Road To Mecca • Tuesdays With Morrie

Dr. C. David Hamilton, Jr., DDS, MS, PA
Holes • Winnie the Pooh Kids • Willy Wonka, Jr.

Dr. Delores Hammer, DDS
The Lion in Winter (2014) • La Cage aux Folles • Young 
Frankenstein

Thomas N. Hannah, Attorney
To Kill A Mockingbird

Lyndon R. Helton, Attorney 
To Kill A Mockingbird

Hickory Allergy, Asthma & Sinus
King Lear (school shows) • Winnie the Pooh Kids • The 
Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time • The Lion 
King, Jr. • Newsies • Noises Off

Hickory Construction Company
Quilters • Fences

Hickory Family Practice Associates, P.A.
Anything Goes

Hickory Furniture Mart
Crossroads

Hickory International Council
Ragtime

Hickory Orthopaedic Center, P.A.
The Gift of Speech • Guys and Dolls

Hickory Springs Mfg.
To Kill A Mockingbird

Hix Studios, Inc.
My Fair Lady

Hospice of Catawba Valley
Wit
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Ellie Jeffers Johnson
A...My Name Is Still Alice
S. Kimberly Jones, D.D.S., Pediatric 
Dentistry
Rapunzel • Charlotte’s Web • Fabulous Fable Factory • 
Willy Wonka, Jr. • The Wiz
Dr. & Mrs. Ismo Kaariainen
The Merchant of Venice • Spamalot • Vanya & Sonia & 
Masha & Spike
Kirby Kepford, Attorney
To Kill A Mockingbird
King Hickory
Junk
Klingspor Abrasives, Inc.
Nuptials • Veronica’s Room
Lohr-Sapp Family
Noises Off
Martin Starnes & Associates, CPAs, P.A.
All Shook Up
Mate Studio
Striking Out
McGuires
The Queen of Bingo (1997)
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas K. McKean
Around the World in 80 Days
Mike Johnson’s Hickory Toyota
Shadowlands • A Little House Christmas
Mitchell Gold + Bob Williams 
The Santaland Diaries (2008 & 2009) • Evita
Rigardy P. Muñoz, MD, PA
Beyond Therapy • Miss Nelson is Missing

Neuville Industries
The Complete Wks of Wm Shkspr, abridged (1998)
New Directions Counseling Services, PLLC
Beyond Therapy

North by Northwest Consulting
The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe

North Carolina Arts Council
By a Black Hand • Big Mama Speaks • Who Will Sing for 
Lena • A Catawba Valley Christmas Card ’91 • Crowns • 
Ain’t Misbehavin’ • Hamlet

Northwestern Carolina Oncology & Hematology, 
P.A.
Wit

Paramount Automotive Group
By a Flared Nostril • Season Sponsor since 2014

Patrick, Harper and Dixon
Trying

Plastic Packaging, Inc.
You Can’t Take It With You • Willy Wonka, Jr.
RBC Centura
By A Flared Nostril • Guys and Dolls

R.R. Donnelley and Sons
Fiddler on the Roof • No Time For Sergeants • Sleeping 
Beauty • Foxfire • Closer Than Ever

Realty Executives of Hickory
Streets of Hickory

Renaissance Financial Partners of NC, LLC
Around the World in 80 Days
Resource Partners, LLC 
A Funny Thing Happened On The Way To The Forum
Robert Abbey, Inc.
 A...My Name Is Alice • True West • My Fair Lady • Plaza 
Suite • Dracula • Queen of Bingo (1999) • You’re A Good 
Man, Charlie Brown (1992, 1999) • Picasso at the Lapin 
Agile • Three Tall Women • Fool For Love • proof • Equus 
• Wonder of the World • Rounding Third • Bust • Dinner 
with Friends • Orphans • Dimly Perceived Threats to the 
System • Love Letters • Five Women Wearing the Same 
Dress • The Road To Mecca • Tuesdays With Morrie • 
Rabbit Hole • Doubt • Moonlight and Magnolias • The 
Dixie Swim Club • The Nerd • Same Time, Next Year 
• Wait Until Dark • Charlie Cox Runs With Scissors • 
Yankee Tavern • God of Carnage • Becky’s New Car 
• Festival of Performing Arts • Complete Works of Wm. 
Shakespeare (abridged) • Time Stands Still • Dead Man’s 
Cell Phone • Around the World in 80 Days • Trying • The 
Lion in Winter • La Cage aux Folles • Legally Blonde • 
The (Curious Case of the) Watson Intelligence • Outside 
Mullingar • Incorruptible • The Flick • Glorious! The 
Drowning Girls • Rent • Sylvia • Kitchen Witches • The 
Hobbit• True West • Flanagan's Wake • I & You • End 
Days The Revolutionists • American Buffalo

Shurtape Technologies
Lend Me a Tenor • Dreamgirls • Dreamgirls • Shakespeare 
in Love • Exit Laughing • The Color Purple

Sigmon, Mackie & Hutton, P.A.
To Kill A Mockingbird

Southwood Furniture Corp.
To Kill A Mockingbird

Sunbelt Xpress
The Hobbit • Beautiful Star • Season Sponsor 2019-2022

Jim and Judith Tarlton
Junk

HICKORY COMMUNITY THEATRE PRODUCERS CLUB



Special Project Sponsors

Encore Players
Abernethy Laurels • Abingdon Glen Village 

Carolina First Associates • Green Park Dentistry
Home Instead Senior Care • Kingston Residence 

Pace@Home

RugBug Theatre
BB&T • The Beaver Family Foundation Catawba 

Pediatric Associates •  ChildHealth Center  
Commscope • First Citizens Bank • Tracey 

Horton, DDS • HSM Solutions
S. Kimberly Jones, DDS •  The Rotary Club of 

Hickory • Shurtape Technologies, LLC
WalMart

HCT Affiliations
Charter Member

Member

Funded Affiliate

Bryce O. Thomas, Jr.
To Kill A Mockingbird
360° Communications
Annie • The Diary of Anne Frank • The Miracle Worker • 
Inherit the Wind

Transportation Insight
Enchanted April • King Lear • A Christmas Story

Trumpf, Inc.
Duck Hunter Shoots Angel• The Game’s Afoot• The Wiz

United Arts Council of Catawba County
The Road to Mecca • The Seamstress • Much Ado About 
Nothing • Ragtime • The Curious Incident of the Dog in 
the Night-Time • Hair • A Raisin in the Sun • Skeleton 
Crew • The Color Purple • Memphis

US Conec, Ltd.
The Complete Wks of Wm Shkspr, abridged (2000)

Vanguard Furniture Company, Inc.
Brer Rabbit • The Three Bears • Tarheel Tales • Stuart 
Little • ‘Art’

Curt G. Vaught, Attorney
To Kill A Mockingbird

Viewmont Pharmacy
Working • Anything Goes • A Catawba Valley Christmas 
Card ’90  & ‘91 • Grace & Glorie
Viewmont Urology Clinic, P.A. 
Godspell

von Drehle Corporation
Christmas Eve With Steve • All Shook Up • 101 
Dalmations • A Christmas Story • Willy Wonka, Jr. • The 
Music Man • Elf the Musical

Sue and Dave Walker
Ragtime

Wave Communications
All I Really Needed To Know I Learned in Kindergarten

Western Piedmont Heart Centers
Jerry Finnegan’s Sister

Ken Wilkinson & Allen Wood, III
The Thanksgiving Play • The Cake • Exit Pursued by a Bear

Women’s Resource Center
A...My Name Is Still Alice

WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE YOUR NAME HERE?
Contact us at 828-327-3855 and ask for details about 
producing one of our incredible shows.

HICKORY COMMUNITY THEATRE PRODUCERS CLUB



The Hickory Community 
Theatre had its humble 
beginning in 1948 when 
the Hickory Recreation 
Department employed 
Kay Johnson to form a 
theatre group.  Her first 
offering was a series of 
radio dramas aired on 
WIRC.  In 1949, informal 
meetings, encouraged 
by the Kramer family, led 
to the formation of what 
was then known as The 
Hickory Little Theatre.  
The HLT first production 
was an evening of one 
act plays, so successful 
that the company 
presented its first full-
length production, You 
Can’t Take it with You in 
October in the auditorium 
at City Hall.  The building 
has been the home of 
HCT ever since.

The Theatre grew in 
popularity and community 
support through the 
50’s and staged its first 
musical production, The 
Boyfriend, in 1958 – the 
same year that Charles 
Jeffers started his life-long 
involvement with HCT.

A new city hall was 
built in 1976 and HCT 
slowly moved into more 
of the old building.  
Renovations in 1984 led 
to the two performance 
spaces known to modern 
audiences, the extremely 
popular Firemen’s Kitchen 
and the HCT Mainstage, 

which the City Council 
renamed The Charles E. 
Jeffers Theatre in 1988, 
when the City turned 
over the entire building 
to the use of the Theatre.  
Renovations continued in 
the 1990’s that completed 
the exterior restoration 
of the building and 
renovations to the Charles 
E. Jeffers Theatre.  

Each year, HCT and its 
community of volunteers 
celebrate its yearlong 
season of productions, 
events and activities 
with the Kay Awards 
ceremony.  “The Kays” 
honor the volunteers who 
have labored and shared 
their talents to support the 
Theatre throughout the 
year.  The awards, named 
in honor of Kay Johnson 
are hosted by the Guild 
at HCT.

The Guild represent 
the highest level of 
volunteerism at HCT.  
Guild members, in 
addition to their individual 
volunteer service, 
collectively completing 
projects to improve the 
appeal and function of 
the Theatre and conduct 
special fundraisers for 
purchase of needed 
equipment.  

Charles Jeffers, Managing 
Artistic Director since 
1960, officially retired 
from his full-time duties 

in 2000.  Pamela 
Livingstone was chosen 
as the new Managing 
Artistic Director and she 
assumed the mantle in 
the 2000-2001 Season. In 
2005 the job of Managing 
Artistic Director was 
split into two positions 
because the Theatre had 
reached the point that 
two people were required 
to manage the business 
and artistic affairs of HCT, 
and John Rambo was 
welcomed as Managing 
Director. Pam retired in 
June 2020 and Eric Seale 
became the third Artistic 
Director of HCT.

The production quality at 
HCT has been recognized 
on the regional and state 
level, with actors and 
HCT receiving numerous 
awards from the Metrolina 
Theatre Association, The 
North Carolina Theatre 
Conference and the 
Southeastern Theatre 
Conference.  

Extensive capital 
improvements took place 
from 2012 through 2020, 
resulting in beautifully 
restored and updated 
spaces that provide an 
exciting and comfortable 
experience for audience 
and artists alike. 

Welcome to HCT, come 
play with us, and be a 
part of our history and our 
future!

Hickory Community Theatre History



Providing for Today -  The Jeffers Theatre Club & Sustaining Membership
The Jeffers Theatre Club is our major gifts program.  The name was chosen 
to honor Mr. and Mrs. Charles E. Jeffers, who created a lasting legacy here 
at the Theatre.  Founded by HCT Past President, John Dallas Brinkley, III, the 
Jeffers Theatre Club provides Strategic Operating Support for the Theatre 
on an ongoing basis. Membership in the Jeffers Theatre Club requires a 
contribution of $5,000 either as a single gift or in two installments.  Members 
receive perpetual recognition on a plaque displayed proudly in the Theatre 
lobby.  An annual recognition dinner is held to honor the Club and members 

also receive this recognition here in the Mainstage program. 

MORE WAYS TO SUPPORT YOUR THEATRE - TODAY AND TOMORROW

Planning for Tomorrow - The Kay Johnson Society

Named in honor of one of the HCT founders, the Kay Johnson Society is 
a place of honor for those who have chosen to leave a legacy of quality 
live theatre for future generations by making a bequest to the Theatre.

The Members of the Kay Johnson Society are:
John and Harriet Bates• John Dallas Brinkley, III • Sandra and George Clay, III   

Jackie and Tom Mate • John Rambo

Our Sustaining Members are:
Diane Albers • Mary Jane Collier • Dorothy Collier Best • Bonita & Vince Ferretti • Guy Guarino • Ismo & Kim Kaariainen

Kent Kerley & Thom Hutchens • Karin & John Koval • Cliff Moone • Trey & Jennifer Oursler • Mark Williamson

To learn more about joining the Jeffers Club or becoming a Sustaining Member, please contact John Rambo, Managing Director at (828) 327-3855 ext 103

To make a bequest or other planned gift, please contact John Rambo, Managing Director at (828) 327-3855 ext 103

Charles E. Jeffers

The Members of the Jeffers Theatre Club are:
John D. Brinkley, III • Suzanne Millholland • Janice McNeil

Dorothy Collier Best • Cavelle Davolio • Elizabeth Davolio

Anita Doran & Andrew Straw • Rev. Ralph & Betty Eckard • Dick & Norma Frank

John & Nancy Geiger • Robert & Suzanne Hambrick • Delores Hammer & Kim Clarke 

Y. F. Holtzman • Suzanne & Charles Jeffers • Kent Kerley & Thom Hutchens

Karin & John Koval • Pamela Livingstone • Florence & Jack Mingus • David Millholland

Suzanne Millholland • Janice McNeil • Patricia Mozgala

Diane Munoz & Rebecca Cambier • Trey & Jennifer Oursler • Margie Owsley

Mike & Judy Powers • John Rambo • Chuck & Sharon Scheil • Buck & Helgi Shuford 

Christine Stinson • Lynn & JoAnn Spees • Mark M. Teague • Sue & Dave Walker 

Madeline Walle • Kenneth Wilkinson & Allen Wood, III • David & Maria Williams

(charter members)

We also recognize here are our Sustaining Members, who make an annual pledge of $250 
or more for general operations. The pledge may be divided monthly for your convenience. 



2023-2024 Officers
President .....................................................................................  Dan Rink
Vice President ..........................................................................Anita Doran
Treasurer ................................................................................. Sherry Long
Secretary ............................................................................ Sara Stinemetz
Immediate Past President ...................................................Thelma E. Eley

HICKORY COMMUNITY THEATRE BOARD AND STAFF

Board Members Emeriti
Roy Barnhardt, Member Emeritus    John D. Brinkley, III, Member Emeritus 
Dorothy Collier-Best, Member Emerita Cavelle Davolio, Member Emerita 
Bonita Ferretti, Member Emerita Norma Frank, Member Emerita 
Nancy Geiger, Member Emerita Erin Hooks, Member Emerita
Thom Hutchens, Member Emeritus  Kim Kaariainen, Member Emerita 
Kent Kerley, Member Emeritus  Chuck Scheil, Member Emeritus 
             Lynda Sheridan, Member Emerita                                   

Staff
Managing Director ...................................................................John Rambo
Artistic Director ............................................................................Eric Seale
Administrative Director .....................................................Christine Stinson
Technical Director ................................................................Duane Pagano
Artistic Director Emerita ................................................Pamela Livingstone
House Managers ..............................................Paul Sapp and Julie Wright
Production Assistant to the Artistic Director .................................Ethan Fite
Legal Advisors to the Board............... William E. Morgan, Kimberly Whitley

Contact Information
30 Third Street NW   •   Hickory, NC 28601

Phone: 828-327-3855   •   Fax: 828-328-2284
Box Office: 828-328-2283

E-mail: boxoffice@hickorytheatre.org
Website: www.hickorytheatre.org

 2023-2024 Members
Steve Austin Martha Carrillio Karen Clark
Ellie Jeffers Hall Tom Lundy Alice McDonough
 Sue Walker



BY CHELSEA MARCANTEL

starring 
BETHANY SPEARS     REED WILLIAMS     HOLLI ARMSTRONG 

CLEVE WILLIAMS     and introducing ANGEL ROJAS
with aLEc VanowEn     and      annaLEE grEEnE

dirEctEd by
ERIC SEALE

AIRNESS WILL BE PERFORMED IN TWO ACTS, THERE WILL BE ONE 15 MINUTE INTERMISSION

VIDEO RECORDING OR FLASH PHOTOGRAPHY IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED.

tech director/scenic 
construction

duAne PAGAno 

scenic/Projections/liGhtinG/
sound desiGner 
ERIC SEALE

costume desiGners 
EMMA LEE KURTS

ERIC SEALE

stAGe mAnAGer 
ANGEL ALVAREZ

Hickory Community Theatre Presents: 

AIRNESS



*DENOTES DEBUT PERFORMANCE AT HCT.

NINA........................................................................................BETHANY SPEARS
SHREDDY EDDY..........................................................................REED WILLIAMS
GOLDEN THUNDER.....................................................................ANGEL ROJAS*
FACEBENDER...........................................................................CLEVE WILLIAMS
CANNIBAL QUEEN................................................................HOLLI ARMSTRONG
D. VICOUS..................................................................................ALEC VANOWEN
ANNOUNCER/SPRITE EXECUTIVE......................................ANNALEE GREENE

DIRECTOR..........................................................................................ERIC SEALE
TECH DIRECTOR & SCENIC CONSTRUCTION.....................DUANNE PAGANO
SCENIC/PROJECTIONS/LIGHTING/SOUND DESIGNER................ERIC SEALE
COSTUME DESIGNERS..........................................................EMMA LEE KURTS

ERIC SEALE
STAGE MANAGER......................................................................ANGEL ALVAREZ
ASSOCIATE ARTIST..................................................................JORDAN SPEARS
SCENIC CONSTRUCTION/PAINTING CREW..............................JOHN ALMEIDA 

SEAN ARBUCKLE
JOE DALTON

     ETHAN FITE
              CLAUDE GAGNE
                   RUBY JONES

JOHN MCDONOUGH
              DEANNE MUIR 

   DAVID WHITE
DAVID WILLIAMS

SCENIC ROADIES........................................................................ARLO ALVAREZ
NOAH APPERSON

BRUSHY MOUNTAIN BREWS
CRESCENT MOON

DAD’S GARAGE
BOB SQUIRIC

UNITED BEVERAGES FOR PROPS
NIKI WATKINS

WINDY CITY SUNDRIES

& OUR SPECIAL GUEST 
PERFORMERS 

 ARMARANTHIA 
BIG BAD BRAGGENSTEIN 

FUNKY FIONA 
LOUIS LE ROQ OPTIMUS 

FINE
ROCK FONDA

THE SHRED-MAN

DRAMATIS PERSONAE

CREW

SPECIAL THANKS



ANGEL ALVAREZ (STAGE MANAGER)
makes her debut as Stage Manager at 
Hickory Community Theatre with AIRNESS. 
Throughout the rehearsal process she has 
become a bit of an air guitar connoisseur. 
When she isn’t frantically taking notes, she can 
be seen color-coordinating everything in sight. 
Her least favorite prop would probably be 
confetti. Pre-show she can be found emerging 
from the depths of the theatre, much like the 
hooded figure, hours before places need to 
be called. Angel loved working with this cast 
for her first stage managing position with 
HCT. She has enjoyed this process entirely 
and sends a special heartfelt thanks to “Joan! 
*******! JETT!”

HOLLI ARMSTRONG (CANNIBAL 
QUEEN) has been active in theatre for over 
a decade. She was most recently seen in 
CONFEDERATES as MissySue/Candice 
with Three Bone Theatre in Charlotte. She is 
excited to Rock back here at her home theatre 
but this time will be her first performance down 
on the Fireman Kitchen stage. 

ANNALEE GREENE (ANNOUNCER/SPRITE 
EXECUTIVE) is excited to be your host of the 
evening in AIRNESS. Known for knowing too 
much about 50s-80s rock and being able to 
rattle off a fact about it at the drop of a hat, 
her favorite bands consist of Queen, Mötley 
Crüe and the Beatles. When she’s not hyper-
fixating on her favorite show at the moment 
she can be found preparing for college and 
bike riding. Annalee would like to thank her 
family, especially her mom. She would like to 
dedicate this show to her 5 year old self who 
loved nothing more than to head bang in the 
back of her parents car to “mental health” by 
Quiet Riot.

EMMA LEE KURTS (COSTUME DESIGNER) 
continues her ninth season as resident 
designer for HCT. She has had a hand in 
design at many theatres around the area. 
Past design highlights include RAGTIME, 
THE REVOLUTIONISTS, and THE DROWSY 
CHAPERONE. She has been nominated for 
Metrolina Theatre Association Awards for 
Costume Design for THE PIRATE QUEEN 
and CADILLAC CREW. She has enjoyed 
collaborating on the design for AIRNESS with 
Eric. Enjoy the show and Rock On!!!

ANGEL ROJAS (GOLDEN THUNDER), 
people would say Angel is the type of 
person who walks in the room and you feel a 
presence. A beacon of coolness (and dare we 
say...AIRNESS) on the stage. Angel has been 
acting for 25% of his life (he’s 18) and has had 
an all encompassing love for film and theatre 
for even longer. Portraying someone so 
passionate and energetic as Golden Thunder 
comes easily for Angel, as he is just as electric 
and awe inspiring as his character. This is 
his first show at HCT and he loves talking, so 
spark up a conversation with him at the end of 
the show!

DUANE PAGANO (TECH DIRECTOR & 
LIGHTING DESIGNER) GOOOOOOD 
Evening Hickory. So, now, Duane is obligated 
to thank any number of people for being a part 
of this production; no really, he is. So “thank 
you” to those certain individuals. Some things 
you might find interesting are; he is now almost 
ambidextrous, a Sagittarius, enjoys short 
walks across moonlit stages and was recently 
betrothed to a local girl. He has designed 
lighting and/or scenery for any number of 
productions, almost all of which you probably 
have not since he has just moved to Hickory, 
having spent the past seventeen years in New 
York City. So now you have the opportunity to 
use the Google machine on him. Of note, he is 
a graduate of the University of Miami, lived in 
many parts of the country and received a few 
awards, here and there, for some of his design 
work. Lastly, more than anything, he looks 
forward to his time with the Goober, Bean and 
Ava. As always, he dedicates his work to his 
biggest fan.

ERIC SEALE (DIRECTOR/DESIGNER) is 
happy to return to the Firemen’s Kitchen 
as director (and designer of many things). 
Special thanks are owed to Emma Lee for 
letting him sketch terrible costume drawings! 
He is coming to the end of his fourth season 
as artistic director of HCT. Top 5 songs 
to listen to while he edits this program.  
“Sleep Is For the Weak” - The Dreadnoughts, 
“Bombs Over Baghdad” - Outkast 
“Hard to Kill” - Bleached
“Wake Me In The Morning” - The Bollox
& “Do You Wanna Dance” -The Ramones

WHO’S WHO



WHO’S WHO
BETHANY SPEARS (NINA), 25, Taurus, can 
often be found backstage taking point fives of 
cast and crew when she should be at places. 
During rehearsals she can be seen throwing 
her pencils, sticking her tongue out, and 
giggling. She enjoys a nice Yoo-hoo, the color 
green, and kisses from Sir Samuel (the lovely 
dog you can find lurking around the theatre). 
She would like to thank The Arlo Alvarez for 
writing this bio and being very cool!

ALEC VANOWEN (D. VICIOUS) “If you 
listen to enough tunes and happen to take 
to the world of pretend, the day inevitably 
comes along, when you live out your rock & 
roll fantasy. Who wouldn’t take that shot?” 
Shreddin’ his way onto this scene, last seen 
aboard THE ORIENT EXPRESS, Alec is 
thrilled to be in the kitchen with this band of 
actors.

CLEVE WILLIAMS (FACEBENDER), after 
dreaming of a return to theatre for these past 20 

years during which he was a foreign language 
cryptologic specialist for the US Air Force, then 
a stay at home parent and substitute teacher, 
Cleve can barley contain his joy to return to 
HCT with brother Reed Williams. As someone 
who heavily relies on music to get out of bed 
every morning, AIRNESS is a perfect return 
to stage for Cleve who doesn’t have to try too 
hard to be Facebender. HCT is home for him 
but he has also preformed for CVCC, The Hub, 
and in an independent film by Ethan Hunter.

REED WILLIAMS (SHREDDY EDDY) is 
thrilled to be back on stage at HCT after 15+ 
years! It’s especially rad because it’s the first 
show he’s done with his brother, Cleve, who 
inspired him to try theatre in the first place. In 
his heart, Reed would love to own a record/
video store and hold court with fellow music/
film lovers. So Shreddy Eddy is the perfect 
character for him to play. Come chat him up 
after the show if you want to talk about David 
Cronenberg movies or Doom Metal.

US Air Guitar obeys the rules set forth by the 
Air Guitar World Championships:

•  Each performance is played to one minute (sixty 
seconds) of a song. 

•  The sixty seconds can start anywhere in  
    the song.

•  The instrument must be invisible and be       
    a guitar.

•  A competitor does not have to live in a  
   city to compete in a qualifier held there.

ROUNDS 

Round 1, Freestyle: Each competitor performs to 
a song of their choice. 

Round 2, Compulsory: Top competitors from 
Round 1 perform surprise song.

JUDGING CRITERIA

All performances are scored on a scale from 4.0 
to 6.0-6.0 being the highest possible. A single 
score is given to each air guitarist based on their 
overall performance in that round. The scores 
from BOTH ROUNDS are added to determine the 

contestants’ final scores. The score reflects the 
quality of the performance based on three key 
criteria:

TECHNICAL MERIT
You don’t have to know what notes you’re playing, 
but the more your invisible fretwork corresponds 
to the music that’s playing, the better the 
performance.

STAGE PRESENCE
Anyone can do it in the privacy of their bedroom. 
Few have what it takes to rock a crowd of 
hundreds or even thousands  all without an 
instrument.

“AIRNESS”
The last criteria is the most difficult to define yet 
often the most decisive of all. Airness is defined 
as the extent to which a performance transcends 
the imitation of a real guitar and becomes an art 
form in and of itself.

OFFICIAL RULES OF COMPETITION 
(Source: /1ttps://www.usairguitar.com/rules) 
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GOLDEN THUNDER

ALEC VANOWEN 
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ANNOUNCER

ANGEL ALVAREZ 
STAGE MANAGER

HOLLI ARMSTRONG 
CANNIBAL QUEEN
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We offer our most sincere thanks to the following local businesses and supporters for 
their generous donations to the 2023 Vacation Extravaganza.

7 Seed Soap 
Company

A Cleaner World
Aqua B Boutique

Arbonne (Lisa 
Kemerait)

Backstreets Bar & 
Grill

Boca
Boho Lady

Steven Brooks
Tammy Leigh 

Brooks
Cafe Azul
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Catawba Country 
Club

Catawba Science 
Center

Cherie Echerd’s 
Massage

CHI Massage (Lisa 
Kemerait)

Chili’s Restaurant
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George and 
Sandra Clay*

Crescent Moon
Cavelle Davolio

Elizabeth Davolio
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Duke’s Restaurant 
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Cathie Geiger
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Nancy Hall
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Hart Square Village

Hen & Chicken 
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Hickory Crawdads
Hickory Landmark 
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Hickory Museum 

of Art
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Hickory Social 

House
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Catawba County
Harold Humphrey

Clay James

Janet’s Jewelry 
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Jenny’s Gifts and 
Accessories
The Jewelry 
Exchange

Bob Kearns
Kent Kerley and 
Thom Hutchens

Killians Hardware
Barb Kreiger
Lilly Thomas 

Boutique
Lowes Home 
Improvement
Tom Lundy
Lynn’s Nails

Mas Amor Cantina
Massage Envy

Alice McDonough
Mellow Mushroom
Momentum Tire & 

Car Care
Mount Olive 

Pickles
Sue Mulay
Nagano’s 
Japanese 
Restaurant

The Olde Hickory 
Station

Olive Garden
Physician’s Plan
Piedmont Plastic 

Surgery and 
Dermatology

Plant Based Boss
Platinum Detailing

Progressive 
Furniture

Rancho Viejo 
Mexican Grill
Judy Rider

Dan and Diana 
Rink

Don Rizzo
Rock N Road 

Bicycles 
Eric Seale

Lynda Sheridan
Small Cakes
Starbucks

Strandz Hair Salon
TAJ Indian Cuisine
Marlene and Greg 

Taraska
Thistle Dew Nicely

Unifour Fire & 
Safety

The Untamed 
Daisy Soap Co

Vitality
Walker, Sue and 

Dave
D.D. Weaver

Western Piedmont 
Symphony
Wild Birds 
Unlimited

YMCA
Yoga With An Edge

Zonca, Jerry

Hickory CommunityTheatre Vacation Extravaganza 2023
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HERE’S WHAT’S COMING UP NEXT!

JUNE 8-29 IN THE JEFFERS THEATRE

TICKETS FOR THESE EVENTS ARE AVAILABLE ONLINE 
AT HICKORYTHEATRE.ORG OR CALL 828●328●2283
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